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Faded strip plots comeback; Steinway St. stymied
by empty storefronts
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Many of the smaler farrily-run businesses on Astoria's Steirway Sirest are closing

On one side of Victoria's Secret, there's an smyty Soreffont where a ren's lothing shop used to be. A
Japaness restaurart, now shuttered, is on the cther side. For Rent signs are rore cormmon than strest
lights.

Desple  uidng boam across e of the oy, Stsinwey .- the el busting el comidorn the
of Astoria, Gueens- has fallen on tough trn

Despite a long tradtion 25 a powerhouss shopping distict, Steinway St is suffering a significart siowdown
in retal leasing actiity. Landiords, brokers and rrercharts blamethe weak econormy fo store closings and
cutalled expansion plans.

There'smers spacs hen et s deman
Associal

* said broker Bany Fistoach of Robert K. Futierman &
On e ok el experts it most st between 31t Aye,and Broasway, et soreorts
e vacat or have For Rert signs. There are 13 between 30th and 31t Ave

Last rorih, Peter Darrian, 73, closed P. Dariani & Sons Fine Fmiture - he stare his parents opened in
1837 - 50 he can refre.

e and s brother encld own the ulingsthe family operato fle o 32.37 Stenuy. They sot the
etall space and rented 0 3 frniture tore and  matiress shap roving from down the biot

It will be ancther six months o  year before Steinway St. and the econormy bounce back,” Peter Dariani

predicted.

ook gl Farzan A ayear a1 1 an ooeptable enart 3071 teimy - abeauty
salon that's daing an Upscale buildout of the empty sp

The tater tha rent doing wall havent race changes Ther tores are o-ockig and haverit been
updated” he

Addtional Steirway St, storeffonts inthe core shopping distrit between 26th and 36th Aves. are being
marketed, though they re occupied and arent arked by telkale For Rent signs - ike 31-02 Steinway, which
Gap Kids has Ieased since 1993

s o vl et vttt sl S WolEer f WHEK ey
is marketing the 10,500-squars-foot site fo Midwocd Investment & Developrrent, which
o e o 0 A il 3005

Sty .-t by the ey tat bt Actaes amous e oy - was o years proudy caled by
merchants "ihe woilds longest department store.” But f sn a goad fi for every retaier

Nationa retalersco el s Jon Matz o rokerags Oreiner.yatz. Chianowin a wessree nokide
Statbucks, Express, Children's Place, Asrasoles and Zales. S0 do locals that have a loyal custormer base,
ke Esauire,whionsells

But discount clothirg and shoe retaiers that rely on foot traffc dont prosper because oo faw subway
commuters siop to shop, Maltz said

h & Body retum to the street in a 31-21 Steirway
following a firs last pring.

‘Though numerous storefrorts ars empty, two big sirest-cormer sots are drawing interest even before
they're vacart.

Landiord Dick Camoll hasnt done any rarketing of Rie Aid's 15,000-squars-foct space at 40-02 Broaduay,
a building onthe ccmer of Steimwzy St, where the lease expires in Decerrber and wont e renewed
becauss another Rie Aid opsned at 33:67 Steinway. But Canoll s negotisiing with reps for several
prospective tenart - “major retailers” he said - who approached him

“The Rite Aid at 30-99 Steirway, atthe comer of 315t Ave, & also in play. The lease doesrit exgire urtil
February 2010, but the andlord is areacy negotiting with a national chainto take e 14000 sauare oot
Space when i does, said broker Rubin Isakharov of Massey Knakal Realty Serv

Isakharoy s handing the sale of the thrse-story office and retail klding. The asking prcs is §17 millior; he
said he's gotien several ofers.

"The purchasers take 3 long-term view,” he said. "Steinway St s st very desiable in vestors' eyes;




